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Phonics/Reading  

This week we are introducing the new 

grapheme/phoneme correspondence (GPC)  ‘igh’.  

There are lots of igh words which the children will be 

practising to read and spell such as:  

tight, sight, high, light, thigh, fright, sighs, bright, 

fighting, might, right, flight, frighten, sighing,  

Do continue to revise and practise all phonemes 

taught especially ee, ai, ch, th, sh, ng as these are still 

new to the children.  

Please do remember to use the Success for all Phonics 

portal to help you and your child with the phonemes 

and do let me know if you want any further guidance.  

On Friday your child will take home the reading book 

‘Up the tree’ and an unseen phonics reader which will 

consolidate previously learned sounds. Please 

encourage them to read a little every night and return 

the following Friday. Remember all the words are 

phonetically decodable apart from red words. The new 

red words this week are ask and our .  

Drawing Club  

This week we are using the Lunar new year story of The Great Race. 

We are looking at different versions of the story. 

 
Through drawing club we will continue developing the children’s 
imaginative skills and responses to a story alongside encouraging 
them to apply their sounds when spelling, leave finger spaces and 
begin to use some capital letters and full stops. The children are 
becoming great writers now and love to write.  
 
They will also be learning some exciting new vocabulary with 
actions. This week’s vocabulary list is:   

See if your child can teach you the actions! 

• sly (sneaky face) 

• resilient (struggling face but carrying on) 

• victorious (double thumbs up) 

• idle (slumped position) 

• kind – hearted (friendly face hand out) 

• rogue (thumbs down) 

• brazen (Chest out and coming through!) 

• co operate (linking hands together)  

Poem of the week  

 

 

     

 

Maths  

This week we will be focusing on measuring and in particular weight.  

 
We will use the following vocabulary: 
 
Large, larger, largest, bigger, small, smaller, heavy, heavier, heaviest, 
light, lighter, lightest, equal, balance, the same, balance scales, weigh, 
weight, check, estimate, predict, check, measure, compare, order.  
 
Please note we do not use standard measuring units in Reception so 
will not be formally teaching g or kg but these words may come in 
conversations, games and activities.  
 
There are lots of practical activities you can do at home to consolidate 
the children’s learning such as comparing the weight of different items 
in the house such as fruit, toys, books etc. Remember to help them to 
understand that the biggest things are not always the heaviest and the 
smallest things are not always the lightest! A trip to the park can also 
support this learning as you can compare who is the heaviest on the 
seesaw! Cooking activities are another way to support the lnaguage 
and understanding of weight so why not bake some cakes or Lunar 
new year treats.  

Other learning                                                                                                                                                                   
In topic learning this week, following a visit this morning from a parent who celebrates the Lunar new year with her family, we will continue to look at the traditions and 

festivities around this celebration. The children will make lanterns, practise Chinese writing, learn dragon and lion dances and hopefully enjoy cooking some Chinese 

food! In their bags today there should have been a lucky red envelope which was a kind gift from our visitor.  

 
 

PARENT ACTIONS!  I hope you had a restful half term. It has been lovely 

to see most of the children back today and looking a lot healthier!  

Remember there is no forest school on Friday due to our trip to the 

Shepard nursery. Please ensure your child has appropriate footwear and 

clothing for this trip as it will be outdoors.  

If you are a budding gardener and have some time to help us at school 

with planting, then we would love to hear from you. Please email me or 

come and chat.  

 

Mrs Warner and the Ash team  



 


